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t DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
NTY OF MIDDLESEX, NEW JEWEY 

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS EMERGENCY RESPONSE UNIT 
DISCHARGE REPORTING FORM 

HATE g/n /S5 TIME Q95C, NUMBER 

person making notification: /?. /hi /it*!Uo __ — 
Representing: /?7 £ At H Phone: -s (CO 

Nature of Incident 7  ̂v ,c tjjil f 
Location of incident: tfaLi 4t= /JAi^-7/7/r^ 

Chemical (s) Involved: 1.1 /Urffc /J,., / 
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Type of Discharge: "™" //t jAyy^ o AIR o WATER 0 LAND 
Volume of Discharge; ( . 
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si s./ /v / /•> f ft ft fcft 
Person incharge at site • . 
Agencies Notified: & Fire Dept. /?//-'/tl<:/if & r„a»-d 
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M&idlesex County Heattiff)epartment 
MJ Hazardous Materials Emergency Response Unit 

.«13  ̂

F.R. #12185 
Oakite Products Corporation 
Middlesex Avenue, Metuchen 
Incident Summery 
The incident began at 9:45AM during.a transfer of Nitric Acid 
from a tank truck to an indoor storage tank. The storage tank 
did not have the capacity to receive the transfer thus over­
flowed spilling Nitric Acid onto the floor of the building. The 
spilled acid was contained within a dike surrounding the tank. 
Oakite's Fire Brigade began to neutralize the acid with soda ash 
creating nitric oxide fumes. The surrounding area was evacuated 
to reduce exposure to residents. The Fire Department and Police Department coordinated the evacuation. Both air and water samples 
were taken to monitor off site conditions. 
A second evacuation was ordered as the wind was shifting from 
Edison back towards Metuchen during the time the last large pools 
of Nitric Acid were to be neutralized. The incident was stabilized 
at 2:40PM when the acid was completely neutralized. 
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M I D D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  H E A L T H  

DEPARTMENT 

Activity Report 

Inspector: /V//^ 

Date: ^-/7-
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#Ji—£k ( t\Ll clo t iA UJaus Gli.1^^ -to go 
LILLA (tub lgii.1 IcLwi * (?trU'Con n otiPc/u. ;C£| 

DC. r̂od -Mft (2jOjU*£ 
5 



Middlesex County HealthDepartment 
Hazardous Materials Emergency Response Unit 

E.R. if 12185 
Oakite Products Corporation 
Middlesex Avenue, Metuchen 
8/13/85 

0956 - Unit notified of incident by B. Mihalko, MCHD. 
1015 - Unit arrives on site and meets with Metuchen Fire Chief Robert Mohr. Heavy visible emission is observed from plant 

blowing toward Edison. Materials are confirmed to be Nitric 
Acid, producing Nitric Oxide plume. 

1020 - Unit calls for additional manpower on site from MCHD, NJDEP, 
USEPA. 

1030 - Patty Elliot, MCHD arrived on site. 
1035 - CP meeting held with all departments to review evacuation 

and action being taken on site. 
1055 - Ron Wastowski, MCHD arrived on site. 
1120 - pH sample taken of runoff water at storm drain near park­

ing lot entrance, pH 5. 
1125 - Additional pH sample, pH 5. 
1130 - Additional pH sample, pH 5. 
1155 - pH sample taken of runoff water at manhole where Oakite 

chemical sewer connects with Metuchen sanitary sewer, pH 5. 
1200 - pH sample taken at storm drain, pH 5. 
1205 - EPA arrives on site. 
1225 - Site entry made by Unit, MFD, along with Oakite and 

shipper personnel to disconnect the truck and neutralize 
the spill. 

1240 - Downwind air samples taken by Patty Elliot and Dwayne 
Harri ngton. 

1245 - Site entry completed. 
1255 - Air sampling downwind shows 0 ppm NOx. 



E.R. # 12185 (co™nued) W 

1350 - Ron Wastowski and John Strong conduct additional air 
sampling. 

1435 - Neutralizing complete. 
1440 - Evacuation ended. 
1455 - Site secured. 
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